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PAINTING ASBESTOS ROOFS WORK METHOD STATEMENT (SWMS)

Business Contact: Phone #: Principal Contractor (PC): 

Responsible person (for monitoring SWMS and work): PC Address: 

Signature:  Date: PC Phone #: Date SWMS provided to PC: 

Contact Phone #: Job Site Address: 

SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN Is the work associated with a Construction Project?  Yes  No 
If yes – This SWMS must align with requirements of the Site 

Management Plan in place for the Construction Project. 

THIS WORK ACTIVITY INVOLVES THE FOLLOWING “HIGH-RISK CONSTRUCTION WORK” (HRCW - IDENTIFIED IN THE JOB TASK COLUMN) 

 Confined spaces  Mobile plant movement  Demolition of a load-bearing structure  Asbestos disturbance 

 Using explosives  Diving work  Artificial extremes of temperature  Tilt-up or pre-cast concrete 

 Pressurised gas distribution mains or piping chemical, fuel or refrigerant lines energised electrical installations or services 

 Structures or buildings involving structural alterations or repairs that require temporary support to prevent collapse 

 Involves a risk of a person falling from 2m or more, including work on telecommunications towers  Work in a ceiling space (W.A. Only) 

 Working at depths greater than 1.5 metres, including tunnels or mines  Work in an area that may have a contaminated or flammable atmosphere 

 Work carried out adjacent to a road, railway or shipping lane, traffic corridor  In or near water or other liquid that involves the risk of drowning 

WORKING WITH A RISK OF A FALL OVER 2 METRES. Select the fall from height 'hierarchy of control level' considered when establishing controls: 

 L 1: Work on the ground or solid construction  L 4: Use a fall arrest system e.g., safety harness, catch platforms 

 L 2: Use a passive fall restraint system e.g., guard rails, scaffolding, EWP  L 5: Implement administrative controls e.g., signage, or instruction 

 L 3: Use a work positioning system e.g., travel restraint, rope access  Other? 

More than one of these measures to reduce risk can be used.  For example, engineering controls like edge protection can be implemented with administrative controls 
like training and use of this SWMS, while wearing PPE (non-slip shoes). Please describe why it is not reasonably practicable to use higher-order control measures.  
E.g. The job is less than 5 minutes on a ladder.
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JOB TASK HAZARDS IR CONTROL MEASURES 
INHERENT RISK-RATING (IR) BEFORE CONTROLS - RESIDUAL RISK-RATING (RR) AFTER CONTROLS RR 

RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 

3. Work area set-
up 

 Fall from 
height 

 

 Impact injuries 
 Fatality 

4A  Ensure height access and/or fall restraint/arrest systems are in place before starting 
work 

 Where reasonably practicable, edge protection is in place  
 Edge protection barriers and its gates or other mechanisms are strong enough to 

withstand the pressure of a person falling against it. 
 

2M Supervisor and 
workers to 
ensure control 
measures 
followed.  

Falling objects 4A  Liaise with other contractors at the worksite to ensure no work is undertaken underneath 
the area during work. Provide barricades and place safety signs like “Caution Roof Work 
Above.” 

 Isolate the area below roof work wherever people may be struck by falling material or 
tools 

 Toe boards fixed to temporary edge protection. 
 Roof declared a ‘No Go’ area for all people except those directly involved in the roof 

work 
 Provide information to workers and other people on-site advising them of the exclusion 

zones  
 Provide supervision so that no unauthorised person enters an exclusion zone. 
 When planning to store materials on the roof, check and ensure that the existing roof 

structure can support the weight of the materials 
 Ensure mechanical lifting equipment is functioning as per manufacturer’s instructions, 

avoiding equipment failure and allowing falling objects (hoists, lifting aids, pulleys, etc.): 
 

2M 

4. Neighbour and 
Public 
Protection 

Uncontrolled 
access by the 
public, exposure 
to asbestos 
fibres or paint 
overspray,  

3H  Notify nearby residents or tenants of the work schedule and nature of the work 
 Use barriers, fencing, and clear signage, including 'No entry – Asbestos work in 

progress.' 
 Restrict access to ground-level areas beneath the roof 
 Assign a spotter or supervisor to monitor exclusion zones throughout the job 

2M Site Supervisor  

5. Check 
weather 
conditions & 
prepare 

Extreme weather 3H  Check weather conditions – do not work in extreme conditions 
 Reschedule works to work in more moderate temperatures 
 

2M Supervisor to 
maintain 
awareness of 

Hyperthermia 
 

3H  Ensure that workers trained to recognise the symptoms of hyperthermia and 
hypothermia 

2M 
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JOB TASK HAZARDS IR CONTROL MEASURES 
INHERENT RISK-RATING (IR) BEFORE CONTROLS - RESIDUAL RISK-RATING (RR) AFTER CONTROLS RR 

RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 

wind gusts, UV 
radiation 

o Suitable weather conditions (no strong wind, rain, storms) 
 

 Fragile Roofs: 
o Conduct a visual inspection without stepping on the roof where possible. (If access 

is necessary, provide fall protection measures including a safety harness with 
adequate   anchorage along the route of access. 

o Provide warning signage/barriers around the identified fragile roof surfaces, e.g., 
skylights and polycarbonate roofs. 

 

 Holes or other openings through which a person can fall. Ensure: 
o All holes or openings are protected/closed from falls immediately after creating  
o Ensure the cover is secured to prevent movement 
o Use signage or another clearly marked hazard alert to identify the hazard. 

 

12. Cleaning the 
roof  

Release of 
asbestos 
fibresslips on wet 
surfaces, 
electrical shock 
from water 
contact 

4A  Use low-pressure hose only (no high pressure allowed): 
o Apply the wet method throughout to suppress dust 
o Use non-abrasive detergent applied gently 
o Workers to wear full PPE: P2 respirators, gloves, coveralls 
o Cover or isolate electrical components 
o Collect runoff in a catchment system to prevent environmental contamination. 

2M Supervisor and 
workers to 
ensure control 
measures 
followed 

13. Runoff and 
water 
containment 

Contamination of 
stormwater, 
environmental 
pollution, breach 
of EPA laws 

3H  Use guttering and temporary downpipe diverters to collect water used in cleaning 
 Direct all runoff into sealed catchment containers or drums 
 Do not allow water to enter stormwater drains or the soil 
 Monitor containment areas throughout the job. 

2M Site Supervisor 
/ Environmental 
Monitor 

14. Preparing 
surfaces for 
painting 

Disturbing 
asbestos fibres, 
manual handling 
strain, chemical 
exposure 

3H  No abrasive or mechanical preparation methods 
 Only wet wiping or gentle scraping (if essential) 
 Use hand tools only with extreme caution 
 Workers to wear full PPE and use drop sheets to collect debris 
 Dispose of cloths and tools used in asbestos waste bags. 
 

2M Supervisor and 
workers to 
ensure control 
measures 
followed 

15. Hazardous 
chemical use, 
e.g. silicone, 
cleaning 
solutions  

Contact with 
hazardous 
chemicals 

3H  Follow directions of use for (specify the chemicals) 
 Consult SDS for the product 
 Use PPE as per the SDS - specify 
 Use with adequate ventilation 
 Chemical-resistant gloves for prolonged exposure 
 

2M Supervisor and 
workers to 
ensure control 
measures are 
followed. 
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