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SOIL TESTING SAFE WORK METHOD STATEMENT (SWMS)  

Business Contact: Phone #:  Principal Contractor (PC): 

Responsible person (for monitoring SWMS and work): PC Address: 

Signature:  Date:  PC Phone #: Date SWMS provided to PC: 

Contact Phone #: Job Site Address: 

SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN Is the work associated with a Construction Project?  Yes  No 
If yes – This SWMS must align with requirements of the Site 
Management Plan in place for the Construction Project. 

THIS WORK ACTIVITY INVOLVES THE FOLLOWING "HIGH-RISK CONSTRUCTION WORK" (HRCW - IDENTIFIED IN THE JOB TASK COLUMN) 

 Confined spaces  Mobile plant movement  Demolition of a load-bearing structure  Asbestos disturbance 

 Using explosives  Diving work  Artificial extremes of temperature  Tilt-up or pre-cast concrete 

 Pressurised gas distribution mains or piping chemical, fuel or refrigerant lines energised electrical installations or services  

 Structures or buildings involving structural alterations or repairs that require temporary support to prevent collapse 

 Involves a risk of a person falling from 2m or more, including work on telecommunications towers  Work in a ceiling space (W.A. Only) 

 Working at depths greater than 1.5 metres, including tunnels or mines  Work in an area that may have a contaminated or flammable atmosphere 

 Work carried out adjacent to a road, railway or shipping lane, traffic corridor  In or near water or other liquid that involves the risk of drowning 

WORKING WITH A RISK OF A FALL OVER 2 METRES. Select the fall from height' hierarchy of control level' considered when establishing controls: 

 L 1: Work on the ground or solid construction   L 4: Use a fall arrest system e.g., safety harness, catch platforms 

 L 2: Use a passive fall restraint system e.g., guard rails, scaffolding, EWP  L 5: Implement administrative controls e.g., signage, or instruction 

 L 3: Use a work positioning system e.g., travel restraint, rope access  Other? 

More than one of these measures to reduce risk can be used.  For example, engineering controls like edge protection can be implemented with administrative controls 
like training and use of this SWMS, while wearing PPE (non-slip shoes). Please describe why it is not reasonably practicable to use higher-order control measures.  
E.g. The job is less than 5 minutes on a ladder. 
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JOB TASK HAZARDS IR CONTROL MEASURES 
INHERENT RISK-RATING (IR) BEFORE CONTROLS - RESIDUAL RISK-RATING (RR) AFTER CONTROLS RR 

RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
 Secure loose items within the passenger area so they do not become projectiles in the 

event of an accident 
 Never place small unsecured items under the driver's seat (they may move forward and 

interfere with pedals) 
 Secure external loads, rear tray, roof racks using appropriate securing equipment 
 Properly fitted cargo nets or covers on external loads 
 Use caution undoing straps or other restrain equipment after driving – load may have 

shifted. 
 

Fatigue 3H  Ensure well rested before starting the trip 
 Avoid driving at the time of night when a person normally sleeps (Schedule rest to coincide 

with high fatigue risk times, e.g. night and dawn) 
 Share the driving with another person if possible  
 Stop for a 15-minute rest break every two hours 
 Where possible, do not drive more than 10 hours in any 24 hours 
 Split trip into shorter continuous driving periods wherever possible. 
 

2M 

3. Arrival on-site 
& assess 
onsite 
conditions 

Personal injury, 
property damage 
&/or 
environmental 
incident 

3H  The vehicle should be positioned in a safe location, clear of traffic/vehicles/pedestrians 
during equipment delivery and materials removal (deploy physical barriers, and caution 
signs as necessary) 

 Do not park illegally 
 Identify and obey all safety-related signage (check site entry requirements) 
 Assess mobile phone reception  
 The worksite is exactly as detailed in the Terms of the Agreement or contract 
 Complete a JSA specifying the control measures for unanticipated hazards. 
 

2M Supervisor to 
check the site 
and conduct 
JSA where 
necessary 
 

Lack of notification 3H  Follow the Communication and Call-in Logs and notify the nominated contact person at the 
contact point when you have arrived at the site. 

 

2M 

4. HRCW  
Work area 
set-up 

Unauthorised 
access to the work 
area 

3H  Establish an exclusion zone for other workers and the public. i.e., those not associated with 
the activity. This zone should be clearly defined  

 Maintain awareness of unauthorised people attempting to enter or entering the work area  
 If members of the public or unauthorised personnel enter the exclusion zone, stop work 

until removed from the work zone.  
 

2M Supervisor 
and workers 
to ensure 
control 
measures 
followed  

Work adjacent to 
a road  

4A  Where setting up on a road or other public place the public an alternative footpath will be 
provided and a hazard barrier will be fitted around the work area to prevent harm to 
passers-by 

 Where necessary, traffic control will be put in place to provide safe road use 

2M 
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JOB TASK HAZARDS IR CONTROL MEASURES 
INHERENT RISK-RATING (IR) BEFORE CONTROLS - RESIDUAL RISK-RATING (RR) AFTER CONTROLS RR 

RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
 If setting up roadside – comply with local laws and permits 
 Erect any barriers & signage necessary to keep others safe and aware 
 A spotter must be used to assist drivers reversing in the dark, low clearance or high traffic 

areas 
 If temporary road traffic control is required, e.g. parking on-road or pedestrian 

management: 
o Approvals and permits are sought from the local council or state road transport 

departments where necessary 
o Only accredited traffic controllers are to perform traffic control duties 
o All traffic control measures put in place must be implemented as per Australian 

Standard AS 1742.3–2009: Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices, Part 3: Traffic 
Control for Works on Roads ('AS 1742.3-2009') or other requirements as per permit 
conditions 

o Traffic controllers must have the required accreditation to perform traffic control duties, 
and sufficient experience to set up and control traffic safely and efficiently.  

 

Decreased 
visibility night work 

3H  Mark tools with fluoro colour so that workers can easily see them 
 Ensure workers have adequate night vision 
 Ensure the correct selection of appropriate lighting for night works on-site: 
o Task lighting will be required to illuminate the immediate work zone using personal 

head torches 
o General Site lighting using floodlighting  
o Working roadside lighting: Reduce the glare from work lighting. Avoid blinding 

motorists passing the work zone by position and aligning lights to keep them aimed 
toward the work area and not toward traffic  

 Consideration to be made that when work is carried out that shadows may be cast. 
Portable lighting should be moved or added accordingly to prevent dark areas adjacent to 
the work area.  

 

2M 

5. Working 
outdoors 

Snake/spider bite 3H  Always wear safety boots 
 Check ground before exiting the vehicle 
 Visually inspect where you are working 
 Make noise 
 Use caution when walking in long grass etc. or near water sources 
 If confronted with a snake: 
o Do not approach a snake 
o Do not make sudden movements 
o Do not attack or attempt to harm a snake 

2M Supervisor to 
maintain 
awareness of 
weather 
conditions  
 
Workers to 
follow controls 

SAMPLE




