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FUEL TANK RUST TREATMENT SAFE WORK METHOD STATEMENT (SWMS)
Business Contact: Phone #: Principal Contractor (PC): 

Responsible person (for monitoring SWMS and work): PC Address: 

Signature:  Date: PC Phone #: Date SWMS provided to PC: 

Contact Phone #: Job Site Address: 

SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN Is the work associated with a Construction Project?  Yes  No 
If yes – This SWMS must align with requirements of the Site 
Management Plan in place for the Construction Project. 

THIS WORK ACTIVITY INVOLVES THE FOLLOWING “HIGH-RISK CONSTRUCTION WORK” (HRCW - IDENTIFIED IN THE JOB TASK COLUMN) 

 Confined spaces  Mobile plant movement  Demolition of a load-bearing structure  Asbestos disturbance 

 Using explosives  Diving work  Artificial extremes of temperature  Tilt-up or pre-cast concrete 

 Pressurised gas distribution mains or piping chemical, fuel or refrigerant lines energised electrical installations or services 

 Structures or buildings involving structural alterations or repairs that require temporary support to prevent collapse 

 Involves a risk of a person falling from 2m or more, including work on telecommunications towers  Work in a ceiling space (W.A. Only) 

 Working at depths greater than 1.5 metres, including tunnels or mines  Work in an area that may have a contaminated or flammable atmosphere 

 Work carried out adjacent to a road, railway or shipping lane, traffic corridor  In or near water or other liquid that involves the risk of drowning 
WORKING WITH A RISK OF A FALL OVER 2 METRES. Select the fall from height 'hierarchy of control level' considered when establishing controls: 

 L 1: Work on the ground or solid construction  L 4: Use a fall arrest system e.g., safety harness, catch platforms 

 L 2: Use a passive fall restraint system e.g., guard rails, scaffolding, EWP  L 5: Implement administrative controls e.g., signage, or instruction 

 L 3: Use a work positioning system e.g., travel restraint, rope access  Other? 
More than one of these measures to reduce risk can be used.  For example, engineering controls like edge protection can be implemented with administrative controls 
like training and use of this SWMS, while wearing PPE (non-slip shoes). Please describe why it is not reasonably practicable to use higher-order control measures.  
E.g. The job is less than 5 minutes on a ladder.
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JOB TASK HAZARDS IR CONTROL MEASURES 
INHERENT RISK-RATING (IR) BEFORE CONTROLS - RESIDUAL RISK-RATING (RR) AFTER CONTROLS RR RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
� Vehicle 

movement 
� Crush injuries 
� Fatality 

4A � Follow specific SWMS, spotter instructions, site rules and TMP 
� High visibility clothing worn at all times 
� Do not stand behind reversing vehicles. 
 
 

2M 

4. HRCW 
Delivery, set-
up & removal 
of EWP 

Contact & damage 
to electric lines 

4A  All work should be undertaken with reference to the applicable State/Territory 
documents relating to undertaking work near overhead assets 

 

� When setting up and operating the plant, ensure it is not close to electrical power lines. 
Check for:  
o Overhead power lines (including high and low voltage distribution conductors 
o Single wire earth return (SWER) 
o Service cables to premises 
o Communications cables  
o Electrical transformers (mounted lower than cables) 

� Identify the maximum range of equipment and how close equipment or load can come to the 
asset (known as design envelope). The following dimensions are taken from the closest point 
of an extended component of the plant, e.g. extended long reach boom. In general: 
o 3m above, either side and below power lines is No Go Zone 
o Between 3-6.4m of power lines, a Spotter is required 
o Further than 6.4m of power lines is an open area 
o No work to be conducted within a 10m radius of SWER transformer. 

 

 Do not conduct work within Minimum Clearance Zones without written permission 
from the power supplier 

 Spotter required where any part of the plant is within 6.4m of the power line. 
 

2M EWP 
operator to 
follow 
controls 
 
Supervisor 
to monitor 
EWP location 
and ensure 
spotter is 
engaged 

Hazardous 
atmosphere - 
asphyxiation 

4A � Always operate the machine in a well-ventilated area to avoid carbon monoxide poisoning. 
2M 

� Plant rollover 
� Struck by 

mobile plant 

4A � Pre-inspect and use the EWP following the manufacturers’ instruction 
� Verify the work ground/floor is suitable for the particular machine 
� Ensure the ground/floor is safe and approved for use by a competent person. Also, monitor 

and maintain the ground/floor for the duration of the work 
� Do not commence work in areas where other site activities may have affected the integrity of 

the ground without visual inspection and/or sign off that it is safe 
� The towing vehicle &/or trailer used to transport the mobile plant is appropriate – weight and 

size  
� Tie downs: 
o Tie-down points are identified by tie-down decals where required 

2M SAMPLE
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JOB TASK HAZARDS IR CONTROL MEASURES 
INHERENT RISK-RATING (IR) BEFORE CONTROLS - RESIDUAL RISK-RATING (RR) AFTER CONTROLS RR RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
� Store the key in a safe place (restrict unauthorised access). 
 

Security breach 3H � All personnel sign-out on Site Register. 
 

2M 

Vehicle/people 
impact 

4A � Stay to designated access and egress routes 
� Maintain awareness of surroundings. 
 

2M 

12. Emergency 
response 

� Injury 
� Fatality 
� Environmental 

damage 

4A � For police, fire or ambulance call ‘000.’ 
� Follow site emergency and evacuation procedures 
� A communication system is available, e.g. a mobile phone or radio  
� Check for dangers to self before helping others 
� Maintain control of the area and stabilise the situation 
� Apply first aid to the injured worker 
� Complete an incident report 
� Refer to your SWMS implementing instructions for further specific emergency 

responses. 
 

2M Supervisors 
and workers 
ensure 
controls 
followed 
 

Suspension 
trauma 

4A � Whenever a person is wearing a harness, a rescue plan must be in place as suspension 
trauma can occur to people who fall and remain in the harness for more than 5 minutes 

� The rescue must be able to commence immediately 
� The victim must be moved from suspension in stages – if moved too quickly from full 

suspension into a horizontal position serious injury or death can occur 
� If a suspension may last up to 5 minutes – foothold straps or another way of placing weight 

on legs must be provided 
� Workers should be trained to: 
o Use a sit – type harness with padded legs to allow legs to remain horizontal 
o Move their legs in the harness to push against any footholds 
o Move their legs as high as possible and keep their head as horizontal as possible. 

Consider the ability for workers to be able to follow these procedures when selecting 
harnesses 

o Ensure on-site workers are trained and familiar with emergency and evacuation 
procedures 

o Ensure EWP is fitted with an emergency retrieval device, controlled descent device and 
an escape-rescue facility. 

2M 

 
 

SAMPLE




