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FUEL TANK MAINTENANCE BULK-MANNED ENTRY SAFE WORK METHOD STATEMENT (SWMS)
Business Contact: Phone #: Principal Contractor (PC): 

Responsible person (for monitoring SWMS and work): PC Address: 

Signature:  Date: PC Phone #: Date SWMS provided to PC: 

Contact Phone #: Job Site Address: 

SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN Is the work associated with a Construction Project?  Yes  No 
If yes – This SWMS must align with requirements of the Site 
Management Plan in place for the Construction Project. 

THIS WORK ACTIVITY INVOLVES THE FOLLOWING “HIGH-RISK CONSTRUCTION WORK” (HRCW - IDENTIFIED IN THE JOB TASK COLUMN) 

 Confined spaces  Mobile plant movement  Demolition of a load-bearing structure  Asbestos disturbance 

 Using explosives  Diving work  Artificial extremes of temperature  Tilt-up or pre-cast concrete 

 Pressurised gas distribution mains or piping chemical, fuel or refrigerant lines energised electrical installations or services 

 Structures or buildings involving structural alterations or repairs that require temporary support to prevent collapse 

 Involves a risk of a person falling from 2m or more, including work on telecommunications towers  Work in a ceiling space (W.A. Only) 

 Working at depths greater than 1.5 metres, including tunnels or mines  Work in an area that may have a contaminated or flammable atmosphere 

 Work carried out adjacent to a road, railway or shipping lane, traffic corridor  In or near water or other liquid that involves the risk of drowning 
WORKING WITH A RISK OF A FALL OVER 2 METRES. Select the fall from height 'hierarchy of control level' considered when establishing controls: 

 L 1: Work on the ground or solid construction  L 4: Use a fall arrest system e.g., safety harness, catch platforms 

 L 2: Use a passive fall restraint system e.g., guard rails, scaffolding, EWP  L 5: Implement administrative controls e.g., signage, or instruction 

 L 3: Use a work positioning system e.g., travel restraint, rope access  Other? 
More than one of these measures to reduce risk can be used.  For example, engineering controls like edge protection can be implemented with administrative controls 
like training and use of this SWMS, while wearing PPE (non-slip shoes). Please describe why it is not reasonably practicable to use higher-order control measures.  
E.g. The job is less than 5 minutes on a ladder.
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JOB TASK HAZARDS IR CONTROL MEASURES 
INHERENT RISK-RATING (IR) BEFORE CONTROLS - RESIDUAL RISK-RATING (RR) AFTER CONTROLS RR RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
3. HRCW 

Arrival on-site 
& assess 
onsite 
conditions 

Personal injury, 
property damage 
&/or 
environmental 
incident 

3H � The vehicle should be positioned in a safe location, clear of traffic/vehicles/pedestrians 
during equipment delivery and materials removal (deploy physical barriers, caution signs as 
necessary) 

� Do not park illegally 
� Identify and obey all safety-related signage (check site entry requirements) 
� Report to Site Supervisor 
� Ensure site-specific induction undertaken  
� Assess mobile phone reception  
� The worksite is exactly as detailed in Terms of Agreement or contract 
� Complete a JSA specifying the control measures of unanticipated hazards. 
 

2M Supervisor 
to check the 
site and 
conduct JSA 
where 
necessary 
 

� Vehicle 
movement 

� Crush injuries 
� Fatality 

4A � Follow specific SWMS, spotter instructions, site rules and Traffic Management Plans 
� High visibility clothing worn at all times 
� Do not stand behind reversing vehicles. 
 
 

2M 

4. HRCW  
Work area 
set-up 

Unauthorised 
access to the work 
area 

3H � Build and secure the proper barricades with adequate signage: 
o Erected before the commencement of work 
o Kept in position at all times until the work is completed and it is safe to remove 
o Regularly inspected and maintained 

� Use lock-out procedures to prevent unauthorised use of plant 
� Provide information to workers and other people on-site advising them of the exclusion zones  
� Provide supervision so that no unauthorised person enters an exclusion zone. 
 

2M Supervisors 
to check all 
controls in 
place and 
followed 
 
Workers to 
follow 
controls and 
make 
supervisor 
aware of any 
issues 

Fire  
Explosion 

4A � Ensure ignition sources removed from hazardous areas 
 Ignition sources include but not limited to pilot lights, cigarettes, matches/lighters, mobile 

phones, battery-powered tools 
� Provide signage. “Danger. No smoking, No ignition sources” “Restricted Access.” 
� Adequate fire protection 
 

2M 

Hazardous energy 
sources 

4A � Identify and isolate all energy sources 
� Identify all isolation points 
� De-energise all stored energies 
� Complete and attach Danger Tag and lock(s) at each isolation point.    
 

2M 

Emergency 
services unable to 
access site  

4A � Position manifest box adjacent to the entry of the site from the direction of approach of the 
emergency vehicles 

� Ensure the manifest is accessible and up to date. 
 
 
 

2M 
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JOB TASK HAZARDS IR CONTROL MEASURES 
INHERENT RISK-RATING (IR) BEFORE CONTROLS - RESIDUAL RISK-RATING (RR) AFTER CONTROLS RR RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
� Fall from height 
 
� Impact injuries 
� Fatality 

4A � Ensure: 
o Construct as per scaffold plan/instructions including all bracing and ties, guy ropes or 

buttresses  
o When components are securely constructed and fixed enough to support a platform, fit a 

platform at least 450mm wide the entire length of the scaffold section. 
o Always work from a full deck of planks where possible 
o Limit number of people on scaffold 
o Attached edge protection between the uprights of the outer framework including ends  (if 

there is a gap greater than 225mm on the inside of the scaffold install edge protection or 
fall arrest platform) 

o Edge protection at heights greater than two (2) metres to be fitted, mesh panels and toe-
boards or top rails, mid-rail and toe-boards 

o Top guard rail to be between 900mm and 1100mm high 
o Fit and attach internal temporary stairs or ladder to this level 
o Continue erecting scaffold in this manner ensuring a full-width platform is always in place 

no more than two metres below working level 
o When two levels above the lowest platform the lower platform may be removed, and 

used in a higher level 
� Ladder access. Ensure: 
o Industrial grade single ladders 
o All ladders secured to prevent movement in any direction 
o Ladder landings provided at base and head of ladder (ensure at least 450mm wide 

platform available for the entire length of the platform) 
o The ladder extends at least 900mm past base of the landing 
o Keep ladder opening as small as possible 
o Use gates or trapdoor covers to prevent accidental access to ladder opening 
o Offset ladders at each level to prevent one continuous line of ladders. 

  Never climb on outside of scaffold structure. 
 

2M supervisor 
aware of any 
issues 

� Falling objects 4A � Install guardrails, mid-rails and toe-boards. Toe-boards minimum 150mm high 
� Lifting/raising equipment: 
o If passing equipment from one level to the next and handrails are not yet fixed 

brace/anchor against standard leaving two hands to pass item (maintain communication 
with a team member to know when passing and when to release item)  

o If using handlines and edge protection not in place, anchor leg to a standard ensuring 
item is tied to hang vertically to limit snagging 

o If using gin wheels, the load does not exceed 50kg 
o When working on a ladder, do not overreach. Descend ladder & re-position  

2M 
SAMPLE




