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COOL ROOM CONSTRUCTION SAFE WORK METHOD STATEMENT (SWMS)
Business Contact: Phone #: Principal Contractor (PC): 

Responsible person (for monitoring SWMS and work): PC Address: 

Signature:  Date: PC Phone #: Date SWMS provided to PC: 

Contact Phone #: Job Site Address: 

SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN Is the work associated with a Construction Project?  Yes  No 
If yes – This SWMS must align with requirements of the Site 
Management Plan in place for the Construction Project. 

THIS WORK ACTIVITY INVOLVES THE FOLLOWING “HIGH-RISK CONSTRUCTION WORK” (HRCW - IDENTIFIED IN THE JOB TASK COLUMN) 

 Confined spaces  Mobile plant movement  Demolition of a load-bearing structure  Asbestos disturbance 

 Using explosives  Diving work  Artificial extremes of temperature  Tilt-up or pre-cast concrete 

 Pressurised gas distribution mains or piping chemical, fuel or refrigerant lines energised electrical installations or services 

 Structures or buildings involving structural alterations or repairs that require temporary support to prevent collapse 

 Involves a risk of a person falling from 2m or more, including work on telecommunications towers  Work in a ceiling space (W.A. Only) 

 Working at depths greater than 1.5 metres, including tunnels or mines  Work in an area that may have a contaminated or flammable atmosphere 

 Work carried out adjacent to a road, railway or shipping lane, traffic corridor  In or near water or other liquid that involves the risk of drowning 
WORKING WITH A RISK OF A FALL OVER 2 METRES. Select the fall from height 'hierarchy of control level' considered when establishing controls: 

 L 1: Work on the ground or solid construction  L 4: Use a fall arrest system e.g., safety harness, catch platforms 

 L 2: Use a passive fall restraint system e.g., guard rails, scaffolding, EWP  L 5: Implement administrative controls e.g., signage, or instruction 

 L 3: Use a work positioning system e.g., travel restraint, rope access  Other? 
More than one of these measures to reduce risk can be used.  For example, engineering controls like edge protection can be implemented with administrative controls 
like training and use of this SWMS, while wearing PPE (non-slip shoes). Please describe why it is not reasonably practicable to use higher-order control measures.  
E.g. The job is less than 5 minutes on a ladder.
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JOB TASK HAZARDS IR CONTROL MEASURES 
INHERENT RISK-RATING (IR) BEFORE CONTROLS - RESIDUAL RISK-RATING (RR) AFTER CONTROLS RR RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
o All holes or openings are protected/closed from falls (e.g. platform ladder hatches) 
o Covers are secured to prevent movement 
o Use signage or another marked hazard alert to identify the hazard 

� Wear tool belts, use tool lanyards to pass tools to people at height and use tethers on 
tools/equipment where appropriate  

� All workers must wear a hard hat and high visibility clothing 
� Ensure footwear is suitable. Snug-fitting shoes/boots with flat, non-slip soles, no loose soles, 

long laces, soles that are oily, or caked with mud or other contaminants. 
 

Contact with 
overhead electric 
lines  

4A � When erecting mobile scaffolding for this task: 
o Check for overhead wires or other electrical installations before erecting scaffold 
o Clear of overhead electric lines. Ensure: 

§ Check the location, height, arrangement, visibility of overhead electric power lines  
§ Do not use extended poles or other conductive items within close proximity (4 .0m) 

to energised electrical systems (flashover or contact may occur) 
§ Note: If the 4.0m rule cannot be maintained, contact your State Electricity Supply 

Authority to determine a safe system of work for the use of the scaffolding 
� Follow LOTO procedures and obtain advice from a licensed electrician that power is isolated 
� Discuss with site supervisor beforehand, so they are aware of the duration of time required 

without utilities.  
 If power cannot be isolated, ensure the location of any cables, pipes etc. are identified and 

labelled before drilling. 
 

2M 

13. Cutting, 
trimming, 
joining panels 
& angle 
lengths 

Cuts 
Lacerations 

3H � Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for safe use of circular/panel saw/grinder 
� Use the correct blade size recommended by the manufacturer. Oversize blades are 

dangerous 
� Ensure guards are in place 
� Do not force the blade; if the material does not easily cut, the selection of blade may be  

incorrect for the material  
� Keep hands well clear of the blade when in use 
� Remove material from cutting table when saw blade has completely stopped 
� Ensure the cold saw is secure on a suitable workbench: 

 Never operate the saw with the retractable guard tied back or the trigger tied on 
 Never place hands under the workpiece being cut 

û Do Not use excessive pressure – feed blade into the cut  
û Do Not hold workpiece by hand as it will get extremely hot. (Always use the vice to 

clamp the work.  Properly support any overhanging portion, so the workpiece is level 
with the base of the machine.) 

2M Supervisors 
to check all 
controls in 
place and 
followed 
 
Workers to 
follow 
controls and 
make 
supervisor 
aware of any 
issues 
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JOB TASK HAZARDS IR CONTROL MEASURES 
INHERENT RISK-RATING (IR) BEFORE CONTROLS - RESIDUAL RISK-RATING (RR) AFTER CONTROLS RR RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
û Do Not wear gloves during cutting operations 
û Do Not attempt to remove waste materials, swarf or off-cuts during operation 
û Do Not leave the length stop in place on the free off-cut end of a clamped workpiece 

after clamping 
û Do Not have any part of your body in line with the path of the cutting blade. 

 

Projectiles – rivets 3H � Wear safety glasses or goggles 
� Inspect and operate rivet gun as per manufacturers’ instructions 
� DO NOT: 
o Point the tool at any person/s or the operator  
o Operate tool with nose housing removed  
o Look into the tool from the front or the back during use.  

 

2M 

MSD injuries 3H � Ensure long, heavy pieces of metal and panels are properly supported 
� Using a handheld drill or rivet gun: 
o Correct drill and bit for the type of material  
o Correct posture and positioning to maintain control of the drill/rivet gun and avoid strain  
o Hold the drill in such a manner that it can be released if bit grabs and drill body continues 

to rotate 
� Applying mastic sealants: 

o Take frequent rests or rotate task with another person 
o Choose caulking gun that comfortably fits your hand 
o Do not overreach 
o Maintain good posture avoiding awkward twisting and side bending. 

 

2M 

Eye trauma 3H � Do not remove the guards 
� Face shield or safety glasses worn. 
 

2M 

Fire / explosion 3H � Do not operate power tools in explosive atmospheres (i.e., presence of flammable liquids, 
gases or dust). 

 

2M 

Noise 3H � Ensure hearing protection is worn when operating power tools 
� Note: Consider noise-reducing options, such as sound-dampened blades, rubber matting 

when possible.  
 

2M 

14. Positioning & 
levelling base 
panels 

Hazardous 
manual tasks - 
MSD 

3H � Check that pathway is unobstructed  
� Two-person or team lift floor panels into position 

o Lift panels smoothly, do not jerk or throw load upwards 
o Avoid any twisting and side-bending during lift 
o Bend knees, not back 

2M Supervisors 
& Workers 
to follow 
controls 

SAMPLE




