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FORMWORK DECKS-COLUMNS-STAIRS SAFE WORK METHOD STATEMENT (SWMS)  

Business Contact: Phone #:  Principal Contractor (PC): 

Responsible person (for monitoring SWMS and work): PC Address: 

Signature:  Date:  PC Phone #: Date SWMS provided to PC: 

Contact Phone #: Job Site Address: 

SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN Is the work associated with a Construction Project?  Yes  No 
If yes – This SWMS must align with requirements of the Site 
Management Plan in place for the Construction Project. 

THIS WORK ACTIVITY INVOLVES THE FOLLOWING “HIGH-RISK CONSTRUCTION WORK” (HRCW - IDENTIFIED IN THE JOB TASK COLUMN) 

 Confined spaces  Mobile plant movement  Demolition of a load-bearing structure  Asbestos disturbance 

 Using explosives  Diving work  Artificial extremes of temperature  Tilt-up or pre-cast concrete 

 Pressurised gas distribution mains or piping chemical, fuel or refrigerant lines energised electrical installations or services  

 Structures or buildings involving structural alterations or repairs that require temporary support to prevent collapse 

 Involves a risk of a person falling from 2m or more, including work on telecommunications towers  Work in a ceiling space (W.A. Only) 

 Working at depths greater than 1.5 metres, including tunnels or mines  Work in an area that may have a contaminated or flammable atmosphere 

 Work carried out adjacent to a road, railway or shipping lane, traffic corridor  In or near water or other liquid that involves the risk of drowning 

WORKING WITH A RISK OF A FALL OVER 2 METRES. Select the fall from height 'hierarchy of control level' considered when establishing controls: 

 L 1: Work on the ground or solid construction   L 4: Use a fall arrest system e.g., safety harness, catch platforms 

 L 2: Use a passive fall restraint system e.g., guard rails, scaffolding, EWP  L 5: Implement administrative controls e.g., signage, or instruction 

 L 3: Use a work positioning system e.g., travel restraint, rope access  Other? 

More than one of these measures to reduce risk can be used.  For example, engineering controls like edge protection can be implemented with administrative controls 
like training and use of this SWMS, while wearing PPE (non-slip shoes). Please describe why it is not reasonably practicable to use higher-order control measures.  
E.g. The job is less than 5 minutes on a ladder. 

SAMPLE
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JOB TASK HAZARDS IR CONTROL MEASURES 
INHERENT RISK-RATING (IR) BEFORE CONTROLS - RESIDUAL RISK-RATING (RR) AFTER CONTROLS RR 

RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
Contact with 
overhead electric 
lines  

4A  When erecting mobile scaffolding for this task: 
o Check for overhead wires or other electrical installations before erecting scaffold 
o Clear of overhead electric lines. Ensure: 

 Check the location, height, arrangement, visibility of overhead electric power lines  
 Do not use extended poles or other conductive items within close proximity (4 

.0m) to energised electrical systems (flashover or contact may occur) 
 Note: If the 4.0m rule cannot be maintained, contact your State Electricity Supply 

Authority to determine a safe system of work for the use of the scaffolding 
 Follow LOTO procedures and obtain advice from licensed electrician that power is isolated 
 Discuss with homeowner and/or site supervisor beforehand so they are aware of the 

duration of time required without utilities.  
 If power cannot be isolated, ensure the location of any cables, pipes etc. are identified 

and labelled before drilling. 
 

2M 

11. HRCW  
False decks 

Falls 
 

4A  Where required to stand at heights of over two metres to install bearers and joists a “false” 
deck will be provided for workers to stand on where practicable. Ensure: 
o No gap exceeds 225 mm in width  
o Gaps only exist where a vertical member of a frame passes through the deck 
o False decking material has the strength to support people standing on the deck and 

any materials placed on the deck 
o The height between the false deck and the pouring deck must allow access during 

formwork stripping 
o If using planks, ensure any lapped planks are secured against uplift and slipping. 
o If required to stand less than 2 metres to install bearers and joists, at least two planks 

should be used. Ensure: 
 Planks are locked” together—example - clamped near the centre span to prevent 

individual movement. 
 Have an unobstructed surface width of at least 450mm (two planks wide). 
 

2M Supervisor 
and workers 
to ensure 
control 
measures 
followed  
 

12. HRCW 

Erecting 
frames 
including 
base plates & 
U heads 

Hit by falling 
/moving object 
due to the 
ground/floor 
movement 

4A  Formwork must be erected on a stable base to prevent collapse. Ensure: 
o All framing is adequately braced and secured in a manner that complies with on-site 

design documentation and, manufacturers’ requirements 
o Framing conducted in a sequential, controlled manner 
o Suspended slabs or firm ground able to safely support the load 
o Check that natural ground will not subside, or get washed away 
o Provide base plates under all props and frames - unless an engineer states it is 

unnecessary 
o Check base plates are in good condition 

2M Supervisor 
and workers 
to ensure 
control 
measures 
followed  
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JOB TASK HAZARDS IR CONTROL MEASURES 
INHERENT RISK-RATING (IR) BEFORE CONTROLS - RESIDUAL RISK-RATING (RR) AFTER CONTROLS RR 

RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
 Never lift a form that has damaged lifting points 
 Never lift a form not verified safe to lift 

 Bracing. To avoid bracing failures. Ensure: 
o The bracing design is developed by a competent person  
o Anchors for braces installed following the engineers and manufacturer’s instructions 
o Bracing anchored before panel/column rigging removal. Never allow column/panel to 

free stand 
 

 All workers must wear hard hats and high visibility clothing. 
 

16. HRCW 

Applying 
bond 
breakers (if 
applicable) 

Contact with 
hazardous 
substance 
/chemical 

3H  Follow directions of use for (specify the substances/chemicals) 
 Consult SDS for the product 
 Use PPE as per the SDS - specify 
 Use with adequate ventilation 
 Chemical resistant gloves for prolonged exposure 

 DO NOT eat or drink when handling chemicals 
 DO NOT eat or drink without washing hands thoroughly first 
 DO NOT take food into the work area where chemicals are being used or stored 
 DO NOT wear contaminated PPE in areas outside the work zone, such as eating 

areas. 
 

2M Supervisor 
and workers 
to ensure 
control 
measures 
followed  

Slips, trips and 
falls 

3H  Liquid bond-breaking fluids can be slippery. Do not walk on forms after application 
 Clean up any spills immediately. 
 

2M 

17. HRCW 

Concrete 
pour 

Falls 4A  Establish structural integrity of the formwork. Ensure: 
o Formwork has been verified structurally sound before starting the concrete pour 
o Formwork not overloaded during the concrete pour 
o Formwork is monitored during the concrete pour to identify signs of failure 
o Never climb on formwork components to adjust form. Always use work platforms for 

access 
o If movement in form occurs, direct pour to stop - only adjust/add bracing if safe to do so 
o Maintain a safe distance from the concrete pump operator. 
 

2M Supervisor 
and workers 
to ensure 
control 
measures 
followed  

Hit by a falling 
object 

4A  Ensure an exclusion zone is put in place to prevent people from accessing the area under 
the formwork during the concrete pour 

 Maintain the exclusion zone until the concrete reaches adequate strength and the formwork 
removed 

2M 

SAMPLE




