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STONE SEALING SAFE WORK METHOD STATEMENT (SWMS)  

Business Contact: Phone #:  Principal Contractor (PC): 

Responsible person (for monitoring SWMS and work): PC Address: 

Signature:  Date:  PC Phone #: Date SWMS provided to PC: 

Contact Phone #: Job Site Address: 

SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN Is the work associated with a Construction Project?  Yes  No 
If yes – This SWMS must align with requirements of the Site 
Management Plan in place for the Construction Project. 

THIS WORK ACTIVITY INVOLVES THE FOLLOWING “HIGH-RISK CONSTRUCTION WORK” (HRCW - IDENTIFIED IN THE JOB TASK COLUMN) 

 Confined spaces  Mobile plant movement  Demolition of a load-bearing structure  Asbestos disturbance 

 Using explosives  Diving work  Artificial extremes of temperature  Tilt-up or pre-cast concrete 

 Pressurised gas distribution mains or piping chemical, fuel or refrigerant lines energised electrical installations or services  

 Structures or buildings involving structural alterations or repairs that require temporary support to prevent collapse 

 Involves a risk of a person falling from 2m or more, including work on telecommunications towers  Work in a ceiling space (W.A. Only) 

 Working at depths greater than 1.5 metres, including tunnels or mines  Work in an area that may have a contaminated or flammable atmosphere 

 Work carried out adjacent to a road, railway or shipping lane, traffic corridor  In or near water or other liquid that involves the risk of drowning 

WORKING WITH A RISK OF A FALL OVER 2 METRES. Select the fall from height 'hierarchy of control level' considered when establishing controls: 

 L 1: Work on the ground or solid construction   L 4: Use a fall arrest system e.g., safety harness, catch platforms 

 L 2: Use a passive fall restraint system e.g., guard rails, scaffolding, EWP  L 5: Implement administrative controls e.g., signage, or instruction 

 L 3: Use a work positioning system e.g., travel restraint, rope access  Other? 

More than one of these measures to reduce risk can be used.  For example, engineering controls like edge protection can be implemented with administrative controls 
like training and use of this SWMS, while wearing PPE (non-slip shoes). Please describe why it is not reasonably practicable to use higher-order control measures.  
E.g. The job is less than 5 minutes on a ladder. 
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JOB TASK HAZARDS IR CONTROL MEASURES 
INHERENT RISK-RATING (IR) BEFORE CONTROLS - RESIDUAL RISK-RATING (RR) AFTER CONTROLS RR 

RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
o Not running across walkways, roadways or stairways 
o Arranged to minimise trip hazards 

 Steam and hot water can cause vapour clouds than limit visibility. To maintain visibility: 
o Always direct the steam/hot water away from yourself  
o Plan the work to avoid having to walk into a vapour cloud, where vision becomes poor 
o If visibility is lost, stop work, wait for the vapour to dissipate before continuing. 

 Footwear is suitable. Snug-fitting shoes/boots with flat, non-slip soles, no loose soles, long 
laces, oily soles, or caked with mud or other contaminants. 

 

7. Manual tasks  Musculoskeletal 
Disorder (MSD) 
injuries 

3H  Materials/equipment is as close to the work area as possible 
 Complete visibility of work area for Hydro Jet operators 
 Access to clean water supply for use with the Hydro Jet as near as possible 
 Check the unloading route is clear of hazards 
 Where possible, larger pressure units should be unloaded using mechanical means 
 Use ramps, to unload large units where practicable: 
o Ensure ramps are securely fastened to the tray 
o Do not stand below the pressure unit when unloading using ramps – Use another person 

to assist and always handle from the side 
 Manual lift to unload: 
o Use team-lifts where possible 
o As much as possible, team members are of similar height and capability 
o Team members know their responsibilities during the lift  
o Ensure materials /equipment is stored as close to the work area as possible. 

 Schedule regular breaks and practice job rotation 
 Avoid overreaching, long periods of repetitive movements, awkward and sustained positions, 

twisting and side-bending. 
 

2M Supervisors 
to check all 
controls in 
place and 
followed 
 
Workers to 
follow 
controls and 
make 
supervisor 
aware of any 
issues  

8. HRCW 
Prestart 
equipment 
check 

Equipment 
malfunction 

3H  Read all instructions and become familiar with the controls before use 
 Check pressure unit functionality (i.e., operation, pressure) and performance  
 Check power cable for cuts or general damage each time the unit is used 
  If power cords plugs are damaged, they must be replaced immediately  
 For hot water and steam units - Set the required temperature and ensure hot water switches 

are in the correct position (as per operating manual instructions)  
 Start the machine and ensure it operates as expected (check all controls are operational and 

ensure off /on switches are functional 
 Nozzles checked and cleared of debris that could cause obstructions 
 Attachments should be fitted as per the manufacturer’s recommendations. 
 

2M Supervisor 
and workers 
to ensure 
control 
measures 
followed  
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JOB TASK HAZARDS IR CONTROL MEASURES 
INHERENT RISK-RATING (IR) BEFORE CONTROLS - RESIDUAL RISK-RATING (RR) AFTER CONTROLS RR 

RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
9. HRCW 

Cleaning the 
stone surface 
using a water 
pressure 
cleaner 

Water under 
pressure – 
injection injury, 
dust/debris 

4A  Follow all manufacturer’s recommendations when using Hydro-jetting equipment and 
attachments  

 Wear eye protection – put on before starting up the Water Jet Cleaner 
 Use the lowest pressure compatible with the work to be performed 
 Do not operate in wet weather or thunderstorms 
 ALWAYS point spray nozzle at surface to be cleaned 

 DO NOT POINT HOSE AT PEOPLE OR ANIMALS OR USE HIGH-PRESSURE 
WATER TO CLEAN PEOPLE, CLOTHING AND FOOTWEAR. 

 ALWAYS handle the spray lance with two hands, especially when engaging the trigger, to 
reduce the risk of the lance moving suddenly with high pressure 

 Keep the nozzle approximately 1.5m away from the surface being cleaned. 
 

2M Supervisors 
to check all 
controls in 
place and 
followed 
 
Workers to 
follow 
controls and 
make 
supervisor 
aware of any 
issues Introduced 

hazards 
3H  Hydro blasting operations must stop when: 

o Conditions change or new hazards are introduced to the work area 
o Safe work practices are not being followed  
o A malfunction of the equipment occurs. 

 

2M 

Injury to others 4A  Continually check for people entering the area 
 Unauthorised entry to the barricaded area 
 If approached when using the Hydro Jet machine– STOP operations 
 ALWAYS point spray nozzle at surface to be cleaned 
 NEVER leave the machine unattended during use 
 NEVER Point the hose at a person or animal. 

 

2M 

Contact with 
electricity (electric 
powered units) 
 
 

4A  Keep the power cord away from heat, oil, sharp edges or moving parts 
o Replace damaged cords immediately 

 Do not use a power cord to pull equipment from a power socket 
 Unplug tool when not in use 
 Check for damage or faults regularly during operation. Examples, if excessive vibration 

occurs, stop using immediately 
 Do not:  

o Expose power tool to rain or wet conditions 
o Abuse the cord, never use the cord to carry the tool or pull the plug from the outlet. 

 

2M 

Fire / explosion  3H  Do not operate Hydro Jet in explosive atmospheres, i.e.,, flammable liquids, gases or dust. 
 

2M 

Hose whip 3H  Use a “Whip Check” if possible, to reduce the chance of hose whipping 
 Never pull the high-pressure hose if it has formed kinks or nooses 
 Never pull the hose over sharp objects  

2M 

SAMPLE




