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FIBRE OPTIC SPLICING - TERMINATION SAFE WORK METHOD STATEMENT (SWMS)
Business Contact: Phone #: Principal Contractor (PC): 

Responsible person (for monitoring SWMS and work): PC Address: 

Signature:  Date: PC Phone #: Date SWMS provided to PC: 

Contact Phone #: Job Site Address: 

SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN Is the work associated with a Construction Project?  Yes  No 
If yes – This SWMS must align with requirements of the Site 
Management Plan in place for the Construction Project. 

THIS WORK ACTIVITY INVOLVES THE FOLLOWING “HIGH-RISK CONSTRUCTION WORK” (HRCW - IDENTIFIED IN THE JOB TASK COLUMN) 

 Confined spaces  Mobile plant movement  Demolition of a load-bearing structure  Asbestos disturbance 

 Using explosives  Diving work  Artificial extremes of temperature  Tilt-up or pre-cast concrete 

 Pressurised gas distribution mains or piping chemical, fuel or refrigerant lines energised electrical installations or services 

 Structures or buildings involving structural alterations or repairs that require temporary support to prevent collapse 

 Involves a risk of a person falling from 2m or more, including work on telecommunications towers  Work in a ceiling space (W.A. Only) 

 Working at depths greater than 1.5 metres, including tunnels or mines  Work in an area that may have a contaminated or flammable atmosphere 

 Work carried out adjacent to a road, railway or shipping lane, traffic corridor  In or near water or other liquid that involves the risk of drowning 
WORKING WITH A RISK OF A FALL OVER 2 METRES. Select the fall from height 'hierarchy of control level' considered when establishing controls: 

 L 1: Work on the ground or solid construction  L 4: Use a fall arrest system e.g., safety harness, catch platforms 

 L 2: Use a passive fall restraint system e.g., guard rails, scaffolding, EWP  L 5: Implement administrative controls e.g., signage, or instruction 

 L 3: Use a work positioning system e.g., travel restraint, rope access  Other? 
More than one of these measures to reduce risk can be used.  For example, engineering controls like edge protection can be implemented with administrative controls 
like training and use of this SWMS, while wearing PPE (non-slip shoes). Please describe why it is not reasonably practicable to use higher-order control measures.  
E.g. The job is less than 5 minutes on a ladder.
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JOB TASK HAZARDS IR CONTROL MEASURES 
INHERENT RISK-RATING (IR) BEFORE CONTROLS - RESIDUAL RISK-RATING (RR) AFTER CONTROLS RR RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
o All traffic control measures put in place must be implemented as per Australian Standard 

AS 1742.3–2009: Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices, Part 3: Traffic Control for 
Works on Roads (‘AS 1742.3-2009’) or other requirements as per permit conditions 

� Use signs to provide clear instruction on required PPE, entry permissions and hazard areas 
� Clearly identified vehicle & pedestrian access paths, parking/loading zones, traffic controllers 
� Signage, barricading, or other control measures are appropriate for the location and type of 

work undertaken. 
 

make 
supervisor 
aware of any 
issues 

Unauthorised 
public access 

3H � Define the area of operations, set up pedestrian and traffic control measures. Ensure: 
o Prevent unauthorised access to excavation area, tools and equipment 
o Only trained competent people to deploy any traffic guidance controls on or near a 

roadway 
o A spotter is used to watch existing traffic and pedestrians when placing control measures 

such as cones or directional/warning signage 
o Do not become distracted by provocation or comments of road or pedestrian users when 

setting control measures 
o Erect all measures before work commences and remove as soon as practicable after 

work is complete 
o Provide barricades/signs to prevent public access to manhole or pits. Example: 900mm 

high temporary fencing. 
 

2M 

Damage to 
underground 
services 

3H � Inspect all relevant site drawings for layout. Ensure all underground and overhead services 
on site are identified. 

� Call dial before you dig (DBYD) where applicable 
� Check existing pits for depth and location. 
 

2M 

6. Environment Environmental 
impact 

3H � Noise & vibration - Be aware of maximum noise levels at the site 
� The plant is maintained to minimise noise 
� No noise produced outside council approved hours of operation 
� Waste - Place all wastes and rubbish in bins or other appropriate containers 
� Separate recycle waste from general waste  
� Follow State & Local Authority requirements for general waste materials used during the job  
� Fuels, oils & chemicals - Minimum amounts of hazardous substances are kept on site  
� Labelled and securely stored  
� Follow State & Local Authority requirements for storage and disposal of any hazardous 

chemicals used during the job  
� Follow SDS directions for disposal of chemicals in approved waste containers 
� A spill kit is available at all times & spills will be cleaned up immediately follow SDS directions 

2M Supervisors 
to check all 
controls in 
place and 
followed 
 
Workers to 
follow 
controls and 
make 
supervisor 
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JOB TASK HAZARDS IR CONTROL MEASURES 
INHERENT RISK-RATING (IR) BEFORE CONTROLS - RESIDUAL RISK-RATING (RR) AFTER CONTROLS RR RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
� Do not use cables or other equipment to ‘step on’ for entry or egress 
� Watch for sharp edges or protrusions that may catch on cable or self 
� Maintain 3 points of contact on the ladder at all times. 
 

Head injury 3H � Wear a hard hat while working in a pit. 
 
 

2M 

MSD injuries 3H � Pit/maintenance hole lid lift – lid can jam due to an accumulation of material or damage: 
o Be aware of sudden unexpected movement if cover dislodging from the lid 
o Do not use excessive force 
o Use appropriate tool for cover removal or use mechanical means to assist in lifting heavy 

lids. 
 

2M 

Snake/spider bite 3H � Be aware of surroundings - snakes and spiders can be found anywhere  
� Never put your hands or feet somewhere where you can’t see them 
� Check all drain covers after removal. 
 

2M 

12. HRCW  
Asbestos 
disturbance 

Inhalation of 
asbestos fibres 

4A � Determine and supply appropriate respiratory protection. E.g. non-friable: 
o Inspection – P1 or P2 half face (can be either disposable or cartridge) 
o Sample removal – P1 or P2 half face (can be either disposable or cartridge) 
o Asbestos sheeting: P1 or P2 half face (can be either disposable or cartridge) 

� Respiratory Protection: 
o people medically fit to wear RPE 
o Issued to individuals Fit testing is conducted by a competent person 
o Complete facial seal (no facial hair)  
o Regularly cleaned, maintained  
o Records kept 
o Ensure filter and respirator are compatible 

� Replace filters if damaged, when resistance increases and as per manufacturer’s instructions 

2M Supervisors 
to check all 
controls in 
place and 
followed 
 
Workers to 
follow 
controls and 
make 
supervisor 
aware of any 
issues � Coveralls:  

o No pockets / velcro 
o Good quality (can’t be easily torn) 
o Type 5, Category 3 (protection level) 
o 1 size bigger to prevent ripping 
o Cuffs sealed with duct tape 
o Leg cuffs not tucked into boots 
o Hood worn over respirator straps 

� Gloves: 
o Disposable (single use) 
o If latex: use low protein powder-free 
o Dispose of as asbestos waste 
o Wash hands, fingernails after work 

� Footwear: 
o Lace-less safety boots or gumboots 
o Store upside down when not in use  
o Only use for asbestos work 

2M 

� Glove bag method: 

SAMPLE




