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WEED CONTROL SAFE WORK METHOD STATEMENT (SWMS)  

Business Contact: Phone #:  Principal Contractor (PC): 

Responsible person (for monitoring SWMS and work): PC Address: 

Signature:  Date:  PC Phone #: Date SWMS provided to PC: 

Contact Phone #: Job Site Address: 

SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN Is the work associated with a Construction Project?  Yes  No 
If yes – This SWMS must align with requirements of the Site 
Management Plan in place for the Construction Project. 

THIS WORK ACTIVITY INVOLVES THE FOLLOWING “HIGH-RISK CONSTRUCTION WORK” (HRCW - IDENTIFIED IN THE JOB TASK COLUMN) 

 Confined spaces  Mobile plant movement  Demolition of a load-bearing structure  Asbestos disturbance 

 Using explosives  Diving work  Artificial extremes of temperature  Tilt-up or pre-cast concrete 

 Pressurised gas distribution mains or piping chemical, fuel or refrigerant lines energised electrical installations or services  

 Structures or buildings involving structural alterations or repairs that require temporary support to prevent collapse 

 Involves a risk of a person falling from 2m or more, including work on telecommunications towers  Work in a ceiling space (W.A. Only) 

 Working at depths greater than 1.5 metres, including tunnels or mines  Work in an area that may have a contaminated or flammable atmosphere 

 Work carried out adjacent to a road, railway or shipping lane, traffic corridor  In or near water or other liquid that involves the risk of drowning 

WORKING WITH A RISK OF A FALL OVER 2 METRES. Select the fall from height 'hierarchy of control level' considered when establishing controls: 

 L 1: Work on the ground or solid construction   L 4: Use a fall arrest system e.g., safety harness, catch platforms 

 L 2: Use a passive fall restraint system e.g., guard rails, scaffolding, EWP  L 5: Implement administrative controls e.g., signage, or instruction 

 L 3: Use a work positioning system e.g., travel restraint, rope access  Other? 

More than one of these measures to reduce risk can be used.  For example, engineering controls like edge protection can be implemented with administrative controls 
like training and use of this SWMS, while wearing PPE (non-slip shoes). Please describe why it is not reasonably practicable to use higher-order control measures.  
E.g. The job is less than 5 minutes on a ladder. 
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JOB TASK HAZARDS IR CONTROL MEASURES 
INHERENT RISK-RATING (IR) BEFORE CONTROLS - RESIDUAL RISK-RATING (RR) AFTER CONTROLS RR 

RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
Hyperthermia 
 
Hypothermia 
 

3H  Ensure that workers are trained to recognise the symptoms of hyperthermia and hypothermia 2M weather 
conditions  
 
Operator to 
follow 
controls 

 Hot conditions. Ensure: 
o Suitable protective clothing 
o Sun brim on hard hats 
o Safety glasses - UV rated 
o Use 30+ sunscreen on exposed 

skin  
o Adequate drinking water 
o Access to shade on breaks 
o Adequate breaks. 

 Cold conditions. Ensure: 
o Schedule warm-up breaks 
o Hold breaks inside 
o Dress warmly in layers  
o Stay dry (wet clothing chills the body rapidly) 
o Workers must get out of the cold as soon as 

they can if starting to feel symptoms 
o Alcohol, cigarettes, caffeine and certain 

medications increase susceptibility to cold. 
 

4. Transporting 
chemicals  

Collision 4A  Driver’s Licence is current 
 The vehicle must be compliant with registration requirements 
 Carry out the pre-operational checks specified in the manufacturers operating instructions 
 Logbook of service and maintenance history is up to date 
 Drive safely and comply with statutory speed limits and road rules at all times 

 DO NOT drive under the influence of drugs or alcohol 
 DO NOT use electronic devices while driving  

o If you absolutely must use a device, e.g. mobile phone or GPS, pull over & park in a safe 
area. Don’t stop where you could be a hazard to other vehicles, pedestrians, or yourself. 

 

2M Technician 

Struck by moving 
objects 

3H  Isolate main vehicle cabin from carrier area with a fixed barrier  
 Secure so chemicals/substances/equipment cannot move during transit.  
 

2M 

Chemical 
contamination 

3H  When obtaining chemicals from a supplier in the original unopened containers, observe the 
following when in transit: 
o Keep them in a compartment of the vehicle separate from people or foodstuffs 
o If parked on a public road, the vehicle should be kept locked to prevent public access to 

chemicals – do not leave your loaded vehicle unlocked or unattended 
o Protect the load from the weather 
o Do not accept or load damaged or leaking containers 
o Secure the load and limit its movement 

 Transporting chemicals in opened containers follow the precautions above & the following: 
o Keep in a separate airtight compartment, or on the rear section of an open vehicle 
o PPE, a change of clothes, food and drink, should be carried in clean containers 

preventing contact with any chemical – a change of clothes may be necessary if clothing 
could become contaminated by chemical use 

2M SAMPLE
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JOB TASK HAZARDS IR CONTROL MEASURES 
INHERENT RISK-RATING (IR) BEFORE CONTROLS - RESIDUAL RISK-RATING (RR) AFTER CONTROLS RR 

RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
o All traffic control measures put in place must be implemented as per Australian Standard 

AS 1742.3–2009: Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices, Part 3: Traffic Control for 
Works on Roads (‘AS 1742.3-2009’) or other requirements as per permit conditions 

o Traffic controllers must have the required accreditation to perform traffic control duties 
o Traffic controllers must have sufficient experience to setup, control traffic safely & 

efficiently. 
 

aware of any 
issues 

Exposure to 
herbicides 

3H  Ensure there are Safety Data Sheet (SDS) for all herbicides and these are accessible to 
people who may be affected by the chemical 

 Ensure SDS is current (issue date 5 years or less) 
 Read and understand label instructions before use 
 Ensure all containers are labelled adequately. Keep only minimum quantities. 
 

2M 

Public exposure  3H  Barricade/place signs to warn of spraying in the area. Cover all animal feed/water containers 
near-by 

 Provide and maintain suitable access/egress for pedestrians where required. Include: 
o Physical barriers to ensure people do not enter within 5m of the work site 
o Caution signs 
o Stop-go baton operators 

 Establish a clearance zone for work area (Examples: bollards, caution signs, tape etc.) 
Ensure safe travel path when re-directing pedestrians. Keep pedestrians and vehicles 
separated.  

 

2M 

7. Environment Environmental 
impact 

3H  Mark the following: 
o Buffers (vegetation or distance) 
o Susceptible crops in the area 
o Sensitive areas (schools, houses) 
o Waterways 
o Paddock boundaries 
o Neighbouring properties 
o Roads (public/private) 
o Access areas 
o Use equipment designed to eliminate or reduce spray drift. Use the largest droplet size 

that can provide adequate coverage 
 Ensure testing equipment is provided, calibrated and in good working order. Test equipment 

includes: 
o Wind speed (Kestrel instrument) 
o Thermometer 

2M Supervisors 
to check all 
controls in 
place and 
followed 
 
Workers to 
follow 
controls and 
make 
supervisor 
aware of any 
issues  

SAMPLE




