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STREET SWEEPER SAFE WORK METHOD STATEMENT (SWMS)  

Business Contact: Phone #:  Principal Contractor (PC): 

Responsible person (for monitoring SWMS and work): PC Address: 

Signature:  Date:  PC Phone #: Date SWMS provided to PC: 

Contact Phone #: Job Site Address: 

SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN Is the work associated with a Construction Project?  Yes  No 
If yes – This SWMS must align with requirements of the Site 
Management Plan in place for the Construction Project. 

THIS WORK ACTIVITY INVOLVES THE FOLLOWING “HIGH-RISK CONSTRUCTION WORK” (HRCW - IDENTIFIED IN THE JOB TASK COLUMN) 

 Confined spaces  Mobile plant movement  Demolition of a load-bearing structure  Asbestos disturbance 

 Using explosives  Diving work  Artificial extremes of temperature  Tilt-up or pre-cast concrete 

 Pressurised gas distribution mains or piping chemical, fuel or refrigerant lines energised electrical installations or services  

 Structures or buildings involving structural alterations or repairs that require temporary support to prevent collapse 

 Involves a risk of a person falling from 2m or more, including work on telecommunications towers  Work in a ceiling space (W.A. Only) 

 Working at depths greater than 1.5 metres, including tunnels or mines  Work in an area that may have a contaminated or flammable atmosphere 

 Work carried out adjacent to a road, railway or shipping lane, traffic corridor  In or near water or other liquid that involves the risk of drowning 

WORKING WITH A RISK OF A FALL OVER 2 METRES. Select the fall from height 'hierarchy of control level' considered when establishing controls: 

 L 1: Work on the ground or solid construction   L 4: Use a fall arrest system e.g., safety harness, catch platforms 

 L 2: Use a passive fall restraint system e.g., guard rails, scaffolding, EWP  L 5: Implement administrative controls e.g., signage, or instruction 

 L 3: Use a work positioning system e.g., travel restraint, rope access  Other? 

More than one of these measures to reduce risk can be used.  For example, engineering controls like edge protection can be implemented with administrative controls 
like training and use of this SWMS, while wearing PPE (non-slip shoes). Please describe why it is not reasonably practicable to use higher-order control measures.  
E.g. The job is less than 5 minutes on a ladder. 

SAMPLE
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JOB TASK HAZARDS IR CONTROL MEASURES 
INHERENT RISK-RATING (IR) BEFORE CONTROLS - RESIDUAL RISK-RATING (RR) AFTER CONTROLS RR 

RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
3. HRCW 

Obtaining 
water from a 
hydrant or 
another water 
source, e.g. 
creek/dam 

Injury to public 3H  When filling from a hydrant, the driver is the controller of the worksite; the area around the 
hydrant: 
o Park as close to the hydrant as possible 
o Ensure pedestrians have a safe walkway 
o Place temporary barricades/signage in place if pedestrian traffic expected 
o Ensure that the hydrant and standpipe are under observation during the operation. 

 

2M Supervisors 
to check all 
controls in 
place and 
followed 
 
Operator to 
follow controls 
and make 
supervisor 
aware of any 
issues  

 Working 
roadside 

 Struck by 
vehicle 

4A  Check constantly for changing hazards while working and monitor work position at all times. 
Ensure: 
o High visibility clothing worn at all times: 

 Day works: Class D/F 
 Night works: Class N/R 
 Combination of day/night: Class D/N 

o Do not enter established “no go zones” for pedestrians 
o Safety/warning signs, Spotters, traffic barriers must be obeyed as required 
o Follow traffic management plan requirements.  

 

2M 

Vehicle roll-over 4A  When filling, and exiting fill area ensure: 
o The ground is stable; soil compacted sufficiently  
o Gradient/slope within safe limits for travel. 

 

2M 

Struck by vehicle 4A  If a vehicle has to be reversed to a hydrant or a water source other than a hydrant, ensure: 
o The vehicle parked on level ground with the parking brake engaged 
o Engine is stopped 
o Engine start switch key turned off, and the engine start switch key removed 
o Chock wheels. 

 

2M 

Snake/spider bite 3H  Always wear safety boots 
 Check ground before exiting the vehicle 
 Visually inspect where you are working 
 Use caution when opening hydrant covers (do not use bare hands), walking in long grass 

etc. or near water sources. 
 

2M 

Hit by objects 
under pressure 

3H  Fitting standpipe – Obtaining Water from Hydrant. Check standpipe for: 
o Any visible signs of defects 
o Possible leaks – slight "O" ring seal weeps may be acceptable 

 Clear the area around the pit cover plate from debris 
 Remove the pit cover plate and the cover plate on the spring hydrant 
 Lock standpipe in place on hydrant – partial turn 

2M 
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JOB TASK HAZARDS IR CONTROL MEASURES 
INHERENT RISK-RATING (IR) BEFORE CONTROLS - RESIDUAL RISK-RATING (RR) AFTER CONTROLS RR 

RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
 Connect the flexible hose and ensure couplings are firmly locked in position 
 Open standpipe valve SLOWLY so that all air is expelled from the pipe 
 Reverse the procedure to remove the standpipe. 
 

Burns 3H  Water Pump:  
o Always follow the operating manual  
o Ensure all safety guards and shields are in place while operating pump 
o Do not allow the pump to overheat 

 If the pump overheats, turn it off immediately, and allow it to cool 
o Do not touch the pump engine or exhaust during or immediately after operation (it will be 

hot). 
 

2M 

Hearing loss 3H  Hearing protection worn by all people throughout exposure to noise. 
 

2M 

4. Environment Environmental 
impact 

3H  Noise & vibration - Only operate within your approved operating hours 
 Be aware of maximum noise levels  
 The plant is maintained to minimise noise 
 No noise produced outside council approved hours of operation. 
 Pollutants - Reduce pollutants by ensuring the vehicle is tuned regularly and practice 

smooth driving techniques. 
 Waste - Place all wastes and rubbish in bins or other appropriate containers 
 Separate recycle waste from general waste.  
 Fuels, oils & chemicals - Minimum amounts of hazardous substances are kept on site  
 Labelled and securely stored  
 Refuelling of vehicles/equipment will be undertaken at least 6m from drains and waterways 
 Follow SDS directions for disposal of chemicals in approved waste containers 
 A spill kit is available at all times & spills will be cleaned up immediately follow SDS 

directions 
 Waterways & soils - Do not wash out plant, equipment or containers where residue can 

enter waterways or drains 
 Vehicle movement - Follow the TMP, only travel on established tracks and roads 
 Use designated entry and exit points. 
 

2M Supervisor 
and operator 
to ensure 
control 
measures 
followed  
 

5. Housekeeping  Slips, trips & falls 3H  Maintain housekeeping throughout the shift & clean-up  
 Clean up spills immediately 
 Ensure sufficient lighting to detect changes in the level  
 Do not jump from elevated edges >180mm, step carefully and use prepared access areas 
 The work area is clean and uncluttered as possible 

2M Operator to 
ensure control 
measures 
followed  
 

SAMPLE




