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BENCH-TOP INSTALLATION - STONE SAFE WORK METHOD STATEMENT (SWMS)  

Business Contact: Phone #:  Principal Contractor (PC): 

Responsible person (for monitoring SWMS and work): PC Address: 

Signature:  Date:  PC Phone #: Date SWMS provided to PC: 

Contact Phone #: Job Site Address: 

SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN Is the work associated with a Construction Project?  Yes  No 
If yes – This SWMS must align with requirements of the Site 
Management Plan in place for the Construction Project. 

THIS WORK ACTIVITY INVOLVES THE FOLLOWING “HIGH-RISK CONSTRUCTION WORK” (HRCW - IDENTIFIED IN THE JOB TASK COLUMN) 

 Confined spaces  Mobile plant movement  Demolition of a load-bearing structure  Asbestos disturbance 

 Using explosives  Diving work  Artificial extremes of temperature  Tilt-up or pre-cast concrete 

 Pressurised gas distribution mains or piping chemical, fuel or refrigerant lines energised electrical installations or services  

 Structures or buildings involving structural alterations or repairs that require temporary support to prevent collapse 

 Involves a risk of a person falling from 2m or more, including work on telecommunications towers  Work in a ceiling space (W.A. Only) 

 Working at depths greater than 1.5 metres, including tunnels or mines  Work in an area that may have a contaminated or flammable atmosphere 

 Work carried out adjacent to a road, railway or shipping lane, traffic corridor  In or near water or other liquid that involves the risk of drowning 

WORKING WITH A RISK OF A FALL OVER 2 METRES. Select the fall from height 'hierarchy of control level' considered when establishing controls: 

 L 1: Work on the ground or solid construction   L 4: Use a fall arrest system e.g., safety harness, catch platforms 

 L 2: Use a passive fall restraint system e.g., guard rails, scaffolding, EWP  L 5: Implement administrative controls e.g., signage, or instruction 

 L 3: Use a work positioning system e.g., travel restraint, rope access  Other? 

More than one of these measures to reduce risk can be used.  For example, engineering controls like edge protection can be implemented with administrative controls 
like training and use of this SWMS, while wearing PPE (non-slip shoes). Please describe why it is not reasonably practicable to use higher-order control measures.  
E.g. The job is less than 5 minutes on a ladder. 

SAMPLE
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JOB TASK HAZARDS IR CONTROL MEASURES 
INHERENT RISK-RATING (IR) BEFORE CONTROLS - RESIDUAL RISK-RATING (RR) AFTER CONTROLS RR 

RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
o Ensure the dust collection system provides sufficient airflow as recommended by the tool 

manufacturer 
o The drill must use an integrated HEPA-filtered dust collection system or a commercially 

available dust collection system with a  dust collector rated to either M or H-Class per 
AS/NZS 60335.2.69.  

 If using a vacuum to clean holes, ensure the vacuum is rated to either M or H-Class per 
AS/NZS 60335.2.69 when cleaning holes. 

 

Cuts, lacerations 3H  Always ensure that the grinder/saw is switched off and power isolated before a pre-start 
check, adjusting, changing set-ups or repairing 

 Allow the blade to reach full speed before cutting, do not force the blade and start the cut 
gently 

 NEVER operate the grinder/saw with the trigger tied on  
 NEVER place hands under the steel being cut 
 Ensure the switch is in the “off” position before plugging it in to avoid accidental starting 
 Ensure the blade has fully stopped turning before placing the grinder down 

 Large off-cuts can be unstable, can affect the cut and result in operator injury. Ensure 
large off-cuts are supported and removed safely 

 Stay alert – concentrate on what you are doing at all times and be aware of kickback 
 You must keep your off hand out of the path of the grinder/saw in any case 
 NOTE: Always turn off the grinder /saw when not in use. 

 

2M 

Hearing loss 3H  Hearing protection worn by all people throughout exposure to noise. 
 

2M 

8. Fixing the 
bench-top to 
cabinets 

Hand injury 3H  To secure in place:  
o Ensure two or more people to lift/support each piece (dependent on the size of the 

bench-top) 
o Extra-person to apply silicone beads in a wave-like pattern (or as per manufacturer’s 

instructions) 
o Lower stone back into place 
o Use seam setters as per manufacturers’ instructions 
o Apply suction cups firmly – check firm attachment. 

  

2M Supervisors 
to check all 
controls in 
place and 
followed 
 
Workers to 
follow 
controls and 
make 
supervisor 
aware of any 
issues 

Exposure to 
adhesives & 
silicon 

3H  Follow directions of use for (specify the substances/chemicals) 
 Consult SDS for the product 
 Use PPE as per the SDS - specify 
 Use with adequate ventilation 
 Chemical resistant gloves for prolonged exposure 
 DO NOT eat or drink when handling chemicals 

2M 
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JOB TASK HAZARDS IR CONTROL MEASURES 
INHERENT RISK-RATING (IR) BEFORE CONTROLS - RESIDUAL RISK-RATING (RR) AFTER CONTROLS RR 

RESPONSIBLE 

PERSON 
 DO NOT eat or drink without washing hands thoroughly first 
 DO NOT take food into the work area where chemicals are being used or stored 
 DO NOT wear contaminated PPE in areas outside the work zone, such as eating areas. 

 

9. HRCW 
On 
completion 

Unauthorised 
access 

3H  If acceptable, remove or add barricades. 2M Supervisor 
to confirm all 
workers have 
signed out 
 
Workers to 
comply with 
controls 

Contact with 
electricity 
 

3H  Disconnect power tool/extension leads from power point before winding up so that you don’t 
get a shock if the lead is damaged 

 Inspect leads and power equipment for damage. 
 

2M 

Inhalation of silica 3H  Clean up using a vacuum or wet cleaning methods 
 Ensure an industrial vacuum used with HEPA filter (High-Efficiency Particulate Air) 
 Use, maintain & store respiratory protective equipment provided following instructions 
 Wash face and hands with soapy water. Pay attention to under the fingernails.  
 

2M 

Security breach 3H  All personnel sign-out on Site Register. 
 

2M 

Vehicle/people 
impact 

4A  Stay to designated access and egress routes 
 Maintain awareness of surroundings. 
 

2M 

10. Emergency 
response 

 Injury 
 Fatality 
 Environmental 

damage 

4A  For police, fire or ambulance call ‘000.’ 
 Follow site emergency and evacuation procedures 
 A communication system is available, e.g. a mobile phone or radio  
 Check for dangers to self before helping others 
 Maintain control of the area and stabilise the situation 
 Apply first aid to the injured worker 
 Complete an incident report. 
 Refer to your SWMS implementing instructions for further specific emergency 

responses. 

2M Supervisors 
and workers 
ensure 
controls 
followed 
 

 
 

SAMPLE




